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On the Publication of the first Issue

The Journal of Inamori Kazuo Studies is issued as the official journal of the Inamori Kazuo Study
Group, which was launched on August 8, 2020. The Study Group began with a proposal (set out below)
I received in about the summer of 2018 from the Kyocera Corporation Inamori Library.

“The Inamori Library is custodian of diverse archives relating to Kazuo Inamori, and is tasked with the
mission of passing on and illuminating his philosophy. Considering Inamori’s entrepreneurial activities
and the considerable interest they stimulate in society, these archives should not be set aside solely
for Inamori, the individual, or Kyocera, the corporation. We believe they should be utilized for the
benefit of society overall. To begin, the archives will need to be systematically arranged from an academic
standpoint, and managed accordingly. Furthermore, custody alone of the archives is not enough. A wide
range of academic studies, books, critiques and other materials relating to Inamori have been produced
over the years, and we are of the view that real academic research of these sources is still far from suffi-
cient. If an organization of researchers is established, prepared to make full use of the Inamori Library
materials, and undertake ongoing study of the business activities and philosophy of Kazuo Inamori, then
the Inamori Library stands ready to provide continual support.”

Dr. Kazuo Inamori, Chairman Emeritus of Kyocera has been a shining light among the history of
entrepreneurs of Japan in the late 20" and 21" centuries. Globally, today he is the most acclaimed Japanese
entrepreneur. For a person of Dr. Inamori’s caliber, opening up his personal materials to society and pro-
viding them for academic research is a truly decisive step. I understood this was a unique and gratifying
offer, to the benefit of entrepreneurial studies, corporate management studies and business history
research, and approached about a dozen researchers who had expressed interest in studying the work of
Kazuo Inamori.

The outcome was establishment of the Inamori Kazuo Study Group. The Study Group Regulations,
which were determined at the outset, declare the purpose of the Group is “To further Inamori Kazuo
Studies, and contribute to the progress and development of corporate management and society.”

The Study Group is being developed around three main pillars of activity: Archival Research, Management
Activity Research, and Management Philosophy Research. Advice regarding the Study Group, comments about
this journal, and other unreserved opinions from readers are greatly appreciated. Furthermore, the journal
welcomes articles on yields of unpublished research focused on Kazuo Inamori, or on people, organiza-
tions and events relating to Kazuo Inamori, contributed by Study Group members and non-members. We
therefore look forward to receiving a succession of research yields, which will support development as an
authoritative journal of Inamori Kazuo Studies.

Finally, I wish to express the highest admiration and gratitude to Dr. Kazuo Inamori, Kyocera Corporation

and the Kyocera Inamori Library, for their decisive action and support for this journal.
Matao Miyamoto (Professor Emeritus, Osaka University)

Chair, Inamori Kazuo Study Group
March 2022
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